Proc. roy. Soc. Med. Volume 62 May 1969 cerned with bacteria and some viruses. Staphylococci, streptococci, actinomyces, tubercle bacilli, clostridia and Treponema pallidum have separate sections to themselves. Other micro-organisms are considered under general headings such as infection of the oral cavitydental caries, infections of the throat and pharynx and virus infections of the respiratory tract. The book is not meant to serve as a practical handbook and it is rather surprising to find six pages on the composition of different culture media.
The authors set themselves a difficult task in attempting a book for so many separate classes of people. Views on what medical students should know about clinical bacteriology are changing and at any rate for them future editions of the book might be more helpful if some of the laboratory details were omitted and more was said about the way in which bacteria cause disease, how bacteria spread, and how disease can be diagnosed, treated and prevented. Bristol: John Wright 1968 Psychiatric emergencies are among the most sensitive indicators of social pathology in a particular community at any time. When the catchment population studied comprises a major section of metropolitan London and the psychiatric unit is the largest of the old observation wards (that closely associated with the Maudsley Hospital), and the time consists of two comparable periods before and after the implementation of the Mental Health Act, 1959, then we can anticipate some worthwhile observations and findings.
The present study was carried out on all admissions to St Francis' Hospital observation ward during the years 1962 and 1963, most cases were personally examined by the author, and the data subsequently classified and contrasted with those available for 1957 and 1958 as controls.
The investigation produces a detailed analysis together with pointers for the future.
Following a succinct review of old and new legislation there is a critical evaluation of the change of role of the observation ward, now coping with increasing numbers of patients on an informal basis. The problems of psychopaths within the hospital service are discussed; the associated increases in alcoholics and drug addicts are noted, together with the author's plea for new compulsory measures. Recent allegations of the abuse of Section 29 are dealt with, although a survey in 1967 failed to elicit a statistically significant increase in such admissions in England and Wales between 1964 and 1966. There has been a remarkable fall in geriatric admissions at St Francis' Hospital, mainly owing to administrative policy and quite contrary to mental hospital experience. This is altogether a most useful and stimulating study.
MORRIS MARKOWE
A Short Textbook of Medicine by J C Houston MD FRCP, C L Joiner MD FRCP and J R Trounce MD FRCP 3rded ppxii+588 paperback 30s library edition 45s London: English Universities Press 1968 The purpose of this book is to provide an inexpensive short textbook of medicine for the clinical student. Published as a paperback, it is designed for present instruction and not for future reference. The appearance of a third edition within six years of first publication is evidence of its appeal. It is written clearly and concisely and will provide the undergraduate with an invaluable companion for his first plunge into clinical medicine. A refreshing sense of proportion permits the rare diseases to be overlooked and space devoted to the more commonly encountered disorders. This is a book which every undergraduate student can afford to own: indeed it is a book that he can ill afford not to own. It is, however, too superficial to be of any real value to the postgraduate. The title is quite right: this symposium ('drinking party' -OED) was to do with those subjects that have just advanced in medicine. It consisted of a series of review lectures, each one given by an outstanding expert in his field, and so concise that a great deal of ground was covered; so well advanced that most of the references were for the 1960s; and, as usual, the lecturers, to a man, demonstrated their qualities by presenting even difficult subjects with most enviable lucidity. This is the book of the lectures, complete with diagrams, graphs and some photographs, but without the subsequent discussions, and its contents consist of four lectures on pharmacology (circulatory failure, affective disorders, Parkinsonism and hypertension), eight on renal disorders ranging from urinary infections to transplantation, four on endocrinology, four on genetics, eight on gastroenterology, and eight on infections and immunology. All these lectures can be classed as very good, and some of them as outstandingly brilliant. Naturally it is no textbook, and not everybody will want to own a copy, but every sensible doctor, specialist or not, will want to read it, so every library ought to stock it. It is a most stimulating book, extremely easy to read (much more exciting than any science fiction) and supplied with an excellent bibliography.
Congratulations to Dr Wrong and the Royal College of Physicians; we all look forward to the next time. The variety of fields in which pharmacological research has progressed during the last six years is reflected in this new edition of 'Recent Advances in Pharmacology'. No one author can be responsible for covering such a wide range of subjects and for the first time all chapters have been contributed by different authors on invitation.
Although new topics appear, including the prostaglandins review by Horton, interferon by Finter and Bucknell, calcitonin by Foster and McIntyre, gastrin by Preshaw and hyperbaric oxygen by Ledingham, the importance of advances in our knowledge of basic pharmacological principles is demonstrated in excellent contributions by Weatherall on the relationship between drugs and cell membranes, by Parke on the metabolism of drugs, by van Rossum on theories of drug-receptor interaction, and by Blaschko on catecholamine metabolism and storage. This book will be of great value, therefore, to teachers and students of basic pharmacology and to those engaged in clinical research.
PAUL TURNER

Energetics and Mechanisms in Radiation Biology
Proceedings of a NATO Advanced Study Institute held at Portmeirion, April 1967 edited by Glyn 0 Phillips pp xvii+527 illustrated 130s $22.50 London & New York: Academic Press 1968 This is an excellent book for giving confidence to nonspecialists venturing into a field of knowledge which lack of time or opportunity has made them avoid before.
The subject matter deals with the physical and chemical behaviour of molecules and mixtures of biological relevance, after exposure to ionizing radiation. The chapter subjects range from the use of low temperature techniques to isolate physical effects in irradiated water, to the complex implications of genetic repair ofradiation damage.
The book transmits the expertise, enthusiasm and comradeship generated at the NATO meeting which sponsored it. The biologist will be able to read and understand the potential of many of the techniques involved, and will be stimulated to increase the standard of biological work to match the numeracy and precision of the methods of, for example, electron spin resonance, and pulse radiolysis. That such a standard can be applied to biological responses is seen in Lambert's chapters describing radiation effects on connective tissue, blood vessels, the heart and the eye.
Each chapter is a discrete review of a topic with an adequate bibliography, but the book as a whole provides a readable and sound basis for any doctor, chemist or biologist interested in the fundamental effects of ionizing radiation on biological materials. As is inevitable these days, it is probably too expensive at £6 10s for the individual, but is well worth while as a library investment. This volume covers a wide range of subjects on thyroid physiology and pathology from a distinguished international and interdisciplinary cast. On classification of tumours, each succeeding paper adopts a slightly different terminology and definition; the conclusion from this section is best expressed in the final summing up by Professor Tubiana (France), who says: 'One of the pleas that such a symposium could make might be that a papillary carcinoma would have the same meaning all over the world.' Later papers attempting to classify and assess the significance of pathological changes are stimulating and at the same time confusing. In an account on the histogenesis of medullary carcinoma, E D Williams (London) draws attention to the coincidence of a Cushing type syndrome and relates the production of 5HT and thyrocalcitonin to the parafollicular cell system from the lateral thyroid anlage which has a different morphology and function from other types of thyroid tissue. Experimental, histochemical and immunological studies are described and illustrate various methods of research which can be applied to this puzzling condition. Enzyme histochemical studies show three enzymatically distinct types of cell in the thyroid; it is claimed that only two types give rise to malignant tumours.
The early chapters have a very practical application not only for pathologists but for
